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Dear Parents

Walking to and from school in KS2
The purpose of this letter is to provide clarification on the school policy about children walking to and from school.
As your children get older, as parents you start to make judgements about developing their independence. One of the ways you might be considering this is by allowing them to walk to school on occasions or on a more regular basis. You may have even thought of a mixture of walking in the morning but collecting them in the evening. You will of course need to make your own risk assessments to aid your decision making on this matter. It is important that if you do take the decision to allow your child to walk to or from school that you inform the school. We will hold a record of any pattern of walking to school that you agree with your child. In this way if a child does not appear at school in the morning and we have received no call from you to say that they are absent through illness we will phone you immediately. If your child has permission to walk home after school we can also release them at the end of the school day to walk home. 
I would recommend that children do not walk home on their own, but this is a decision for you to make. Prior to any walking to school I would suggest that you walk the route with your child so they get accustomed to it and any associated road safety issues. No child should be walking to and from school without a letter of permission from their parents.
If children are walking to and from school, you may feel it necessary for them to carry a mobile phone. School rules do not normally permit children to bring mobile phones to school. However, for those children who walk independently we will permit them to bring a mobile phone to school, subject to the following conditions: 
· If pupils bring mobile phones to school, the phones must remain switched off and out of sight while pupils are on school property. This includes the playground at the start and the end of the day.
· Children are not permitted to use their mobile phone in school. It should be handed to the class teacher at registration, where it will be stored safely until home time.
· Should parents need to contact pupils, or vice versa, this should be done following the usual school procedures: via School office. (TEL 01842 811580) 
· Where a pupil is found by a member of staff to be using a mobile phone, the phone will be taken from the pupil, handed to a senior member of staff who will record the name of the child and attach it to the phone. The phone will be stored in the school office. The phone will be handed over to the child’s parent at the end of the school day.
· If a pupil is found taking photographs or video footage with a mobile phone of either other pupils or staff, this will be regarded as a serious offence and disciplinary action will be taken. If images of other pupils or staff have been taken, the phone will not returned until the images have been removed by the pupil in the presence of a teacher. The pupil may not be permitted to bring a mobile phone after such an incident.
· Parents are advised that Glade Academy accepts no liability for loss or damage to mobile phones which are brought into the school or onto school grounds.
· Children are not permitted to bring mobile phones to school if they do not walk independently.
· Please talk to your child about who is entitled to use his/her mobile number, as text messages can be used to bully pupils.
Yours sincerely.

Miss T McCarthy 

Walking to and from school in KS2 
Parents’ Permission

Please tick below to authorise your child to walk to and from school on their own. Please return this slip to the school office. 
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]I give permission for my child to walk to and from school on their own and I take full responsibility for my child and their actions.

	
	I give my child permission to bring a mobile phone to school and I take full responsibility for the mobile phone if it is lost or damaged in anyway
(only for children who have permission to walk home on their own)



I understand that the bringing of mobile phones to school is subject to the conditions listed in the information letter. 
Child’s name:
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