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Key Vocabulary

Definition

armistice

An agreement made between opposing sides in a war to stop fighting.

Aryan race

A group of people the Nazis viewed to be superior than others (Aryanfeatures included
blue eyes and blond hair)

assassination

The murder of a person for political or religious reasons.

Blitzkrieg

A German word meaning “Lightning War”: intensive or sudden military attacks.

Adolf Hitler
Leader of the Nazi
Party from
19331945

ImBortant PeoBle

Joseph Goebbels
The Reich Ministry
of Public
Enlightenment and
Propaganda 1940-
1945

Winston Churchill

Prime Minister of

Great Britain

1940-1945

coalition

A unity government formed with members of different political parties.

concentration camp

A place where people are imprisoned in harsh conditions without usual legal processes such

as a trial.
intimidate To frighten or threaten someone.
Jew A person who is of Jewish heritage or who has converted to the Jewish religion.
Kristallnacht Massive campaign of anti-Jewish violence.

nationalism

Support for a nation and its interests, often putting that nation above others.

persecute To treat people cruelly or unfairly especially because of race or religious or political
beliefs.

racism When people are treated unfairly because of their skin colour or background.

refugee A person who has been forced to leave their country, seeking refuge in order to escape

war, persecution or natural disaster.

Treaty of Versailles

A document signed by Germany and the Allied Powers in 1919 to officially end WWI. It
outlined punishments imposed upon Germany.

Concentration Camps

A concentration camp is a place where people are held as prisoners for
political reasons. Unlike in actual prisons, the people are not there
because they did anything wrong. Instead, they are members of a group
that a government wishes to control or punish for some reason. The
most well-known concentration camps were the ones used

by Nazi Germany during World War II. The Germans set up the camps

as part of their efforts to destroy the Jewish people of Europe. That

Timeline of

Key Events

| 1939 I

| 1919 I | 1933 I | 1936 I 1938
Treaty of Adolf Hitler Compulsory Hitler Kristallnacht 9-10
Versailles appointed leader Youth November

of Germany

Germany invaded
Poland
" September

Star of David

Jewish people were forced

to identify themselves
wearing badges and
displaying symbols on
their property.
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